




Program Schedule 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89870555326?pwd=WTVMQVhLUnI2SjljSXREeWgzNDdHZz09 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JRSJIaIMCj4 

December 22, 2021 (Wednesday) 

10:00-10:30 AM Inaugural Session 

Session 1 Public Talk 

10:30-11:30 AM 
                                         
 

Speaker: Prof. M. S. Raghunathan 
Title: Mathematics - Art that would rather be Science. 
Abstract: 
Mathematics is regarded as a Science. Deductive reasoning is the common 
thread of all sciences; and that underlies this perception. The level of rigour 
demanded by mathematics in this, however sets it somewhat apart from other 
sciences. And this is what is perhaps responsible for the popular idea of 
mathematics as a forbidding discipline. But there is an aspect of mathematics 
which is seldom recognized by people who are not professional 
mathematicians: a lot of mathematics is born of a (successful) quest for the 
beautiful. In this and in many other ways mathematics resembles art and there 
is in fact a strong case for mathematics to be considered art. In this talk I will 
expand on this theme with some historical illustrations. 

Tea Break 

Session 2 Invited Talk 1 

12:00-13:30 PM 
                                      
 

Speaker: Prof. Sudhir R. Ghorpade 
Title: Historical Development of the Theory of Equations and beginnings of 
Modern Algebra. 
Abstract: 
Beginning with the familiar and rather ancient formula for the roots of a 
quadratic equation and the related notion of the discriminant of a quadratic 
polynomial, I will trace the development of some of the major ideas in the 
theory of equations. This will be laced with some amusing stories, mainly from 
the medieval and renaissance period, of some remarkable persons and events 
that played a major role in the development of the subject. Along the way, we 
will try to answer the kind of basic questions which smart high‐school or 
undergraduate students of mathematics are likely to ask themselves or their 
teachers, but often in vain; for example, is there a formula for the roots of a 
cubic equation, a quartic equation, and in general, an equation of any degree? 
What is (or what should be) the discriminant of a general polynomial of any 
degree? We will also see how these questions led to some of the modern 
aspects of algebra. 

Lunch Break 

Session 3 Invited Talk 2 

16:00-17:00 PM 
                                          

Speaker: Prof. Nitin Saxena 
Title: Prime Numbers and Circuits. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JRSJIaIMCj4

